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From the President:
Our next meeting is 7 pm  this Thursday, September 17 at the Front Range Community College. 
The speaker will be Bryan White
who will give a presentation about his stereo images of aurora and other astronomical objects.
I've heard that his book on aurora is simply beautiful -- so you might want to bring some
spare change along and get a copy.  Next month the speaker will be Dennis Ebbets from Ball
Aerospace who will talk about the Hubble Space telescope.  In November, Andrew Plank will give
a presentation about some of the many interesting geological features that we can observe on
our moon.

Everyone is invited to a star party at the Cheyenne Astronomy Club's viewing site at Camp Jack
Friday and Saturday Oct 18-19. I'm giving a talk about video astrophotography at their meeting on
Friday 7 pm at the Cheyenne Botanic Gardens. I'll be heading to Camp Jack after the meeting if
the sky is clear.
 
On October 9th is the star party for the Overland Trail Middle School in Brighton at the Fourway
Baptist, 9966 WCR 41, between Ft. Lupton and Hudson. About 150 people are expected so
scopes and volunteers are needed.  Please send Gary Garzone an email if you can help out.

  

Fall astronomy day is Saturday October 24. Get in touch with me, Gary, or anyone on the LAS
exec board if you have any thoughts about activities we could promote.  We'll discuss this at the
meeting.  

In the sky this month:
Meteor Showers – set your calendar for the Orionids on the morning of October 21.
Near new Moon  is going to make this worthwhile for a change.  Now for a clear night
sky to add to the fun.  The remnants of Comet Halley are predicted at about 30/hour.

Planets
Mercury – close to the Sun, wait a bit.  It rises 45 minutes after Venus on October 1st,
then steadily improves in brightness.
Venus – still the brightest thing around in the morning sky in the East.
Mars – rises at midnight currently, improving for the rest of the year
Jupiter – still south at sunset, fading from opposition last month.
Saturn – too close to the Sun for visibility, but you can access the Cassini website to see
how it's doing.  Here's a little teaser:



Yep, it's doing ok....

Interesting Stars/Galaxies
Astronomers initially thought Comet C/2006 W3 (Christensen) would peak around 12th
magnitude. This past spring, however, it climbed to 9th magnitude. If the trend continues,
it could glow around 8th magnitude in October.  

Club Calendar:
star party On October 9th is the star party for the Overland Trail Middle School in Brighton at
the Fourway Baptist, 9966 WCR 41, between Ft. Lupton and Hudson. About 150 people are
expected so scopes and volunteers are needed.  Please send Gary Garzone an email if you can
help out.
next meeting
October 15, according to my calendar....   That's the earliest date in the month that it
could possibly be, which brings up visions of how you calculate Easter...



Fiske Planetarium:
Cosmic Collisions // 09/18/2009 7:30 PM
Worlds have been colliding since the dawn of the Solar System. Take a look at the way
impacts shape our Earth's neighborhood and see the aftermath of the impact of Comet
Shoemaker-Levy-9 with Jupiter. 
Birth of Stars (with Dr John Bally) // 09/24/2009 7:30 PM  Repeat 9/25
How common are planets around stars? Where did we come from? How did the Earth
and Solar System form? I will review the life-cycles of stars and explore the latest
observations and theories about the formation of stars and planetary systems. 
October 16: Secrets of Polynesian Navigation
(with Dr. John Stocke)
Explore how ancient Polynesians explored and settled the largest nation on Earth by
successfully navigating over thousands of miles of the Pacifi c Ocean without the use of
compasses or modern navigational aids...using only their intimate knowledge of the stars,
wind, waves, clouds. Ancient techniques that young explorers have learned and are
actively using to recreate these ancient ways, and in so doing, revive their Polynesian
culture and heritage.
October 23: More on the Mysteries of Chaco (with Dr. Anna Sofaer)
High on a butte in New Mexico’s Chaco Canyon at summer solstice in 1977, researcher
Anna Sofaer encountered an astonishing phenomenon--a singel shaft of light bisecting a
spiral petroglyph, crafted long ago by the ancestors of today’s Pueblo people.
October 29 & 30: Life of the Universe (with Dr. John Bally)
What was the Big Bang? What came before? Why is the Universe so hospitable to life?
What is the connection between the microscopic quantum world and the Cosmos? I will
review recent discoveries about cosmic evolution and discuss speculations about
“Megaverses”, the “cosmic Landscape”, and the Harrison-Smolin hypothesis concerning
the role of black holes in cosmogenesis.  (Good Lord, better bring the dictionary...)

Internet Resources:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAOR-tzprSc   The first 87 days of the Fermi Gamma
Ray observatory condensed into a movie on YouTube!   Watch all the gamma ray
bursters going off.    Fermi then contacts standard telescopes to watch.  Gamma Ray
bursts only lasts from milliseconds to seconds, so you have to be kinda quick on the
trigger here.

http://cs.astronomy.com/asycs/blogs/astronomy/2009/09/02/a-terrific-saturn-
animation.aspx  Lunar and planetary imager Alan Friedman of Buffalo, New York,  sent
Astronomy magazine a terrific animation he made of Saturn. And it took him a while to
do it. Friedman combined 6 years of Saturn observations to create the animation. 

The Herschel Infrared Observatory has achieved first light on the Whirlpool Galaxy.
Latest news at http://www.herschel.caltech.edu/ 



This month’s Learning Session:

Astronomy Magazine has been really hyping their website lately, so I thought I'd go off
and investigate the changes.  This is going to take awhile....

On the main intro page:

SkyDome interactive star chart right at the top and very handy.  It is customizable as to
location and time, pretty standard.  You can change the color, add labels for various
things in the sky, You can rotate the sky, change the view to a couple of dozen choices,
pick out what you want to display.  You have to register to gain full unlimited access, but
most of us are subscribers, anyhow.   You have the phases of the Moon, the current
position of Jupiter's moons, asteroids.  

Next to the SkyDome at the top of the homepage is the zoomable SkyAtlas with 45,000
stars and thousands of deep sky objects in the database – this might be pretty handy.
Have to be a registered user to get access to this baby.

On the left hand menu, most of the labels lead to a rehash of the magazine content, but
the 'Web Extras” button will add new material.

The Equipment Review Archive might be handy if you're shopping for a new telescope.

Surprisingly, the left hand menu doesn't lead to their weekly podcasts – you have to use
the pulldown multimedia menu at the top of the page.  Their weekly podcast features 3
objects: naked eye, binocular, and a telescope target.  Something for everyone.

This was a lot of fun – I think I'll aim for the Sky & Telescope website next month!

Upcoming Space Missions:

Juno - With its suite of science instruments, Juno will investigate the existence of a solid
planetary core, map Jupiter's intense magnetic field, measure the amount of
water and ammonia in the deep atmosphere, and observe the planet's auroras. 

· Launch - August 2011 
· Earth flyby gravity assist - October 2013 
· Jupiter arrival  - August 2016 

WISE - To hunt for the "ninjas" of the cosmos — dim objects that lurk in the vast dark
spaces between planets and stars — scientists are building by far the most sensitive set of
wide-angle infrared goggles ever, a space telescope called the Widefield Infrared Survey
Explorer (WISE). 

WISE will scan the entire sky at infrared wavelengths, creating the most comprehensive
catalog yet of dark and dim objects in the cosmos: vast dust clouds, brown dwarf stars,
asteroids — even large, nearby asteroids that might pose a threat to Earth. 

 



This month’s Wacky Idea:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4gZKlet0cI   Wacky idea – this dude is trying to
pass this crummy animation / reworked video as “secret NASA footage” showing UFOs
or something.   Needs work....

Bargain Central:   I just got my flyer from Electronics Goldmine, and they have a 3 in 1
laser(red) pointer/ UV/ white led including the batteries for $15, and for $11, you can get
it with red leds instead of the UV.  Need a red light?


